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Director’s Letter

Any MFA program that is
truly a community of artists
should be a place of continual change. As Art pushes
its way into the world, the
arrangements of atoms that
make up bodies, systems, and
atmospheres must change;
likewise, bodies, systems, and
atmospheres affect the speed,
force, and direction of the Art
that moves through them. So

this school year has been
characterized by rapidly
detectible changes in our
community atmosphere.
Our applications for admission are up by 50%. Our
newly admitted cohort is
diverse by ethnicity, country
of origin, gender, and race,
as well as by style, genre,
and intellectual passions—
though such diversity has
long characterized our students. Our graduating class
has produced theses of surprise and invention and our
recent alumni have made
strong debuts, from Lindsay
Starck’s novel Noah’s Wife
to Alireza Taheri Araghi’s
anthology of young Iranian
writers, I Am a Face Sympa-

thizing with Your Grief. Here
at home, our students founded or sustained outreach
programs across South Bend
and welcomed high school
students and LBGTQ youth
onto campus for tours and
writing workshops. We hosted
visits by distinguished writers from across the US and
beyond, including, notably,
the Angels of the Americlypse
conference in the fall, which
featured four prominent
Latin@ poets, translators, and
activists. The English Department hired a new prose professor, Roy Scranton, whose
areas of expertise include the
literature of trauma, the Anthropocene, non-fiction, and
fiction. Collaborations were
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undertaken and sustained
with Francisco Aragon of
Letras Latinas at the Institute
for Latino Studies, Anton Juan
of the Film, Television, and
Theatre Department, and
many others. As we look forward to next year, I resolve as
Director to keep our program
as open as possible to further
substantial change and to
continue to build the committed, dynamic, and diverse
program our students seek
and our community deserves.

Readings & Events 2015-2016
This year was filled with readings by inspirational writers, from within our community as well as by visitors.
Jac Jemc began the reading series on September 9 with a jazzy choice from her collection
of short stories, A Different Bed Every Time,
as well as a selection from a haunted work in
progress. Jac was Visiting Writer in Residence
for fall 2015, leading the fiction workshop
and enriching us with her kindness, empathy,
wisdom, and practical guidance.
Next, Liam Callanan on September 30 teamed
up with Valerie Sayers for a reading of their paperbacks, Listen and The Powers. Callanan’s Listen is a collection of short stories, from which
he charismatically read the opening story, The
Swimmers. Sayers’ The Powers is a parallel
narrative in prose and photography; it involves
Joe DiMaggio, and Sayers’ reading successfully
injected us with the thrill associated with Joltin’ Joe.
Indiana University Press recently brought out Winesburg,
Indiana, an anthology of stories
by Indiana-based writers. On
October 7, the Notre Dame
community was electrified by
a reading in celebration of the

anthology, comprising
editor Michael Martone
and contributors Kelcey
Parker, Joyelle McSweeney, and Valerie Sayers.
Martone’s work plays
with genre and this was
reflected in his reading,
which involved, among
other things, a “punctuation dance” involving complicated
hand gestures meant to mimic the punctuation in the text.
Valerie Sayers read her story from the anthology, Cleaning Lady
to the Stars, and Kelcey Parker, director of the Creative Writing
Program at Indiana University South Bend read hers, Limberlost. Joyelle McSweeney sang.
The following week on October 14, Orlando
Menes read from his poetry collections Heresies,
Fetish, and Furia, as well as a new poem from
a future collection. Menes’ poems, which he
paired with anecdotes about the process of their
writing, as well as a discussion of the imaginative
process in poetry (the manner in which imagined
experience may often be more truthful than the real) were
moving meditations on aspects of exile and faith.
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On October 28 Rosa Alcalá, Carmen
Giménez Smith, Roberto Tejeda, and
Rodrigo Toscano came to campus for Angels of the Americlypse, a two-day mini
conference arranged in collaboration
with the Institute for Latino Studies. The
event took its name from a recently published anthology of contemporary Latin@ writing, edited by Carmen Giménez
Smith and John Chávez. The visitors
participated in two colloquia, “Latino
Poetry in Relation” (moderated by visiting poetry scholar Michael Dowdy), and
“The Politics of Translation” (moderated
by Johannes Göransson), in which they
enriched us with rigorous engagement
from a panoply of ideas, ranging from
Latinidad to ethnography to ethics and
authenticity, to name just a small subset of the vital and thought-provoking
concepts that were discussed. Later, the
four poets gave a collaborative performance of their work in the Eck Visitors
Center, taking the mic by turns in a fugue
reading. They were introduced by MFA
poetry candidates Nichole Riggs, Zach
Anderson, Alethea Tusher, Kelsey Castaneda, Chris Muravez, and Katy Cousino. The reading was live-streamed and
concluded with a standing ovation.
After this incredibly exciting
event, we were
lucky to enjoy
a reading on
November 4
by Kate Bernheimer, mastermind behind the
contemporary
revitalization of
the fairy tale genre. Bernheimer’s work
intersects with the interests of many in
our community and it was illuminating
(not to mention enchanting, spellbinding…) to hear her perspective on the
fairy tale genre and its place in contemporary literature.
John Yau closed the semester on November 11. Yau is an author, art critic, and
publisher. He read from his new poetry
collection Further Adventures in Monochrome. It was fascinating to hear him
talk about his meandering career and his
entry into art writing, as well its intersec-

Readings & Events 2015-2016
tions with his poetic practice.
The spring semester opened on February
10 with a reading by Paul Cunningham,
winner of the 2015 Sparks Prize. Paul
read a combination of work – a novel
excerpt, poems, and a short story – all
of which were formally inventive and
engaging in content. He wore a sparkly
sweater.

their reading by MFA poetry students
Kelsey Castaneda and Chris Muravez.

Next, 2015 Sandeen Prize Winner Martin
Ott read on February
17 from his poetry
collection Underdays,
which draws from such
disparate sources as pop
culture, politics, and social media to mine daily
existence – its horrors and beauty – as
well as some references to time spent in
the military.
Roderick
Coover and
Scott Rettberg
joined us at
DPAC on March
23 for a screening of TOXI*CITY, a combinatory narrative

Kim Yideum and one of her
translators, Notre Dame
MFA grad Ji Yoon Lee ’12,
on April 13 wrapped the
semester with a lusty look
into their writing perspectives.

film which generates different endings
with each viewing. The project imagines
life in the Delaware River Estuary in a
near-future environment impacted by
hurricanes, flooding, and widespread
seepage of toxic chemicals in major
population centers – a compelling set of
questions made all the more engaging
through the innovative, algorithmic delivery which posed its own set of questions about narrative possibilities.
David Campos and Rhina Espaillat,
winner and judge, respectively, of the
University of Notre
Dame’s Andrés
Montoya Poetry
Prize, brought their
beautiful poetry
and latinidad to
Notre Dame’s
campus on April 16.
Rhina and David
were introduced at

MFA Reading Series 2015-2016
The MFA student readings started on
September 23rd with poets Katy Cousino
and Chris Holdaway. Katy read from her
GIRDLEBABY verse play, an exuberant
and spirited skewering of sizeism, while
Chris read from his project on environmental issues.
November 18 saw the trio of Bret Nye,
Nichole Riggs, and Alethea Tusher
continue the reading series. Bret read
from his newly-born novel manuscript,
The Yearning Sessions, a tale of a ghost
hunter whose ghost hunting finds its origins in the weight of painful memories.
Nichole’s reading combined themes of
war and the military-industrial complex,
issues she returns to often in her poetry.
Alethea read surreal poems which continues her examination of the violence
within the domestic, as well as her trans-
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MFA Reading Series 2015-2016
Kelsey Castaneda, Thomson Guster, and
Bailey Pittenger. Reading round-robin
The fall itinerary concluded on December style – another fugue reading! – Kelsey
2 with Evan Harris, Ae Hee Lee, and Kyle shared from her feminist erasures of
classical authors like Ovid and Virgil,
Muntz. Ae Hee read just as she writes –
Thomson read a series of fictional retrilingually. Her words moved gracefully
cord reviews, and Bailey read a witchy,
between Spanish, Korean, and English,
Southern short story “Spiders,” as well as
and she wowed the audience with a
several prose poems.
stunning visual representation of her
translations. Ae Hee also read from her
Snite Ekphrastic Reading
epistolary “Dear Bear,” poetry sequence,
which comments on the relationship be- First-year poet Luis Lopez-Maldonado
organized a new event during the fall ’15
tween the natural world and humanity.
Kyle read a pretty weird, kind of horrific, semester, an ekphrastic reading featurwestern short story about an epic battle ing MFA students and the work they
from a sci-fi Wild West. This piece would create in response to the Snite’s exhibition Counter-Archives to the Narco City.
later win Kyle the Sparks Prize FellowMFA students Kelsey Castaneda, Suzi F.
ship. Evan’s reading demonstrated the
Garcia, Luis Lopez-Maldonado, Bailey
sophistication and complexity which
Pittenger, and Nichole Riggs each wrote
marks all of his prose.
poetry inspired by artwork from this
Although the fall has typically been
powerful installation about narco-terreserved for readings by the second-year rorism. Luis Lopez-Maldonado, a dancer,
MFA candidates, this year in October
performed a moving, original dance
the first-years (spearheaded by Luis
piece that he created in response to the
Lopez-Maldonado) organized a reading
installation. His beautiful performance
of their own in (where else?) the Cedar
hypnotized the audience as it eloquently
Grove Cemetery.
evoked feelings of loss and anger. He and
Nichole Riggs had the pieces that they
The official first-year reading series
created published on the Counter-Arstarted in the spring on February 3 with
chives website, https://counterarchives.
Taeyin ChoGlueck, Luis Lopez-Maldona- org/.
do, and Tania Sarfraz. Taeyin read from
MFA Thesis Reading
her short story Gangnam Hagwon, which
has since grown into a longer project.
The semester ended on April 23 with the
Tania read fragments from abandoned
surely will be. Our graduating students
amazing, ovation-deserving MFA Thesis
stories. Luis read a range of poems and
presented readings that addressed a
Reading, where each of the graduating
invited the audience to interact with him second-year writers read short selections number issues that are so important in
via a unique selection of props that he
our society today, such as: sizeism, femfrom their final theses. This event really
made available to encourage audience
inism and womanhood, military trauma,
showcases how diverse, unique, and
participation.
the environment and our relationship to
talented this group of graduating writit, LGBTQ realities, mental health, and
ers is, and how very bright their futures
On February 2 poets Zack Anderson and
violence in its many forms.
Chris Muravez and prose writer Sarah
Snider read. Zack presented poems from
The fourth annual Wham! Bam! Poetry Slam!, a collaborahis series on pop icon Lana del Rey and
tion between the Snite Museum of Art, the Creative Writing
“Every comedy ends in a marriage.”
Program, and Spoken Word ND, was a resounding success.
Chris read poems which bristled with
There were over 200 happy audience members there to
the force of prophecy and world-end.
witness the action, where it’s the poetry NOT the points that
Sarah read from her memoir-in-progress,
really matter. First place went to Jesse Camper, a student
which explores identity and community
from IUSB, second to Julia Statzer, a community welder and
(among other themes) through fragmenpoet, and third place to Spencer French, a student from
tation and what she calls “conversational
Bethel College.
realism.”
Congratulations!
lations of Polish poet Justyna Bargielska.

The series closed on March 16 with
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Our Busy Students

Zack Anderson had poems published in Muse/A Journal, and
has a translation forthcoming in Fusion.
Kelsey Castaneda has been involved with several outreach programs in the South Bend community, leading creative writing
workshops for the Robinson Community Learning Center, the
GLBT Resource Center, and ImagineND. She represented Notre
Dame by working the program’s booth at the AWP Conference
in Los Angeles. She also attended the Desert Nights, Rising
Stars Writers Conference at Arizona State University for the 4th
annual meeting of the Letras Latinas Writers Initiative.
Kelsey worked as a copy editor for the Snite Museum of Art’s
new online photography publication, YIELD Magazine. She was
an assistant editor for Re:Visions and The Bend, and she participated in the MFA Reading series. The two highlights of her
year first year in the MFA program were introducing Carmen
Giménez Smith and receiving an email from Monica McClure.
Katy Cousino is graduating this May after coordinating, or
co-coordinating, several MFA outreach programs in the South
Bend community for the past two years. From facilitating
creative writing workshops with youth at the Juvenile Justice
Center to writing spontaneous poetry for passersby on cold,
South Bend First Friday nights, Katy loves interacting with
communities. She also created the LGBTQ Writing Workshop
at the LGBTQ Center, which meets bi-weekly, as well as
organizing a day trip to Notre Dame’s campus and creative
writing class for the center’s youth. Additionally, she organized
many MFA readings and helped with the Poetry Slam by
playing lots of Rihanna during the slam battle. Her work can be
found in Deluge, Seven Corners, Tagvverk, and glitterMOB.
Suzi F. Garcia was featured on the 2016 AWP panel “What
Are You: Mixed Race Writers Find Voice and Community,” on
a panel for the 2015 LangRhet conference on popular culture
and poetry, at the 2016 EGSA Symposium, at a 2016 Queer in
Academia forum on research, at the Notre Dame Day of Digital
Humanities to discuss poetry and technology, and she presented both poetry and critical work at the 2016 PCA/ACA conference. For the second year in a row, she organized The Emerging
Poets of Color reading, this year with poets Nate Marshall and
Christopher Loma Soto. Suzi interviewed Carmen GimenezSmith for Letras Latinas. She was chosen as an alternate for
the 2016 Macondo Workshop, and her work was published
or is forthcoming this year from Reservoir Literary Magazine,
the Packinghouse Review, Anthropoid, and the anthology Big
Energy Poets of the Anthropocene: When EcoPoetry Thinks
Climate Change. She has contributed to essays published or
forthcoming at the Harriet Blog from the Poetry Foundation,
the Kenyon Review website, and Lit Hub. Suzi was promoted
to Poetry Editor at Noemi Press, where she edits books such
as the Blunt Research Group’s Lost Privilege Company, and she
was awarded the position of conference coordinator for the
2016 Console-ing Passions Conference, where she will present
a multimedia reading. She graduates with minors in both gender studies and screen cultures.

***

Our Busy Students

Thomson Guster has been working on finishing up a chapbook,
which he plans to start shopping around this summer. It’s
called HEAT MAP #10. It’s about fictional music. He has been
waiting to go to the beach for a long, long time.
Evan Harris published ‘Basic Needs’, an essay about a primary
school in London, in The White Review no.16. He has been
working on Emma, a novel.
Chris Holdaway whittled away the calendar writing about
the Anthropocene. He published work this year in Cream City
Review, Deluge, Prelude, Requited, Small Po[r]tions, The Seattle
Review, and Whiskey Island.

Ae Hee Lee had poems appear in Asian American Writers’
Workshop and Duende, and was nominated for the Best New
Poets 2016 (yay!). Last summer she taught a creative writing
workshop for kids from ages 9-12 in El Milagro in the city of
Trujillo, Peru, and created a small anthology of their work. She
also lead a leadership training session for teaching creative
writing workshops in impoverished areas and accentuated
their importance through the non-profit international organization Compassion.
Luis Lopez-Maldonado became a member of Ballet Folkloricó
Azul y Oro of Notre Dame. He was guest choreographer for
the Latin Expressions Dance Show, lead instructor (founder) of
the Men’s Creative Writing Workshop at the St. Joseph County
Juvenile Justice Center, poetry assistant editor for the Notre
Dame Review, and a Graduate Student Union Research Symposium participant/presenter. He was the Master/Mistress of
Ceremonies for the 2016 Wham! Bam! Poetry Slam! in collaboration with Snite Museum of Art. He interviewed poets Rodrigo
Toscano and David Campos. Luis hosted a number of poetry
readings this year, including the 1st Annual Ekphrastic Reading
sponsored by the Snite and Letras Latinas. He will interview
the U.S. Poet Laureate Juan Felipe Herrera during Herrera’s
upcoming visit to Notre Dame. He received the Sparks Summer Intern Fellowship with Grand Central Publishing through
Hachette Book Group and will be living in NYC this summer.
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Kyle Muntz’s novel, Scary People, came out from Eraserhead
Press in late 2015.
Chris Muravez had poems published in the
Santa Clara Review, The Meadow, Deluge, and
forthcoming in The Radvocate. He has also had
a flash fiction published with O-Dark-Thirty, a
book review with Heavy Feather Review, and he
was nominated for Sundress Press’ 2015 Bestof-Net Anthology.
Bret Nye won the Kaneb Center Graduate Student Teaching
Award for 2015-16. He taught two sections of Writing Creative Nonfiction and was an editorial assistant at Notre Dame
Review. He published one interview with Michael Martone
in NDR and has another interview with Kate Bernheimer
forthcoming. He also participated in the MFA Reading Series
this year, in both the fall and spring. His piece “Factory” was
recently published in Paper Tape.
Matt Pelkey,with the help of outreach coordinator Katy Cousino, founded Imagine ND, a program that hosts high school
students for creative writing classes and campus tours. In its
first year Imagine ND welcomed students from Riley, Adams,
and Washington high schools in South Bend, as well as Warsaw Community High School in Warsaw, Indiana, to Notre
Dame. Teachers for the on-campus classes consisted of fellow
MFAs Kelsey Castaneda, Suzi Garcia, Thomson Guster, Chris
Holdaway, Luis Lopez-Maldonado, Sarah Snider, and Alethea
Tusher. For an article published in the Notre Dame Review,
Matt interviewed Mexico-born painter Hugo Crosthwaite.
He also interviewed Karen Irvine, curator of the Museum of
Contemporary Photography in Chicago, for an article published
in Yield, a new photography magazine produced through Notre
Dame’s Snite Museum of Art. In addition, Matt is pleased to
announce that he completed a 180-page short story collection
titled Sad Young Men on Bikes, which he submitted for his
thesis. Next up is a novel. It will also be sad.
Bailey Pittenger led creative writing workshops at the Robinson Community Learning Center, taught a gamified fiction
course modeled after the Food Network show Cutthroat KitchAWP Report

***

Our Busy Students

en, and participated in Notre Dame Review, ReVisions, and
The Bend. A piece from her Every Man prose poetry project is
forthcoming in NANOfiction.
Nichole Riggs is finishing up her year as a poetry teacher and
assistant editor at Action Books and will be serving as a poetry editor for Spork Press starting the end of May, 2016. She
served as the managing editor for the creative writing department’s magazines, ReVisions and The Bend. She was also the
managing editor for Action Yes in both fall 2015 and spring
2016. Nichole was a semi-finalist for a Fulbright ETA in Norway, nominated for the AWP Intro Journals project, and won
the Sam and Mary Anne Hazo Poetry Award. Her chapbook
Aluminum Necropolis is forthcoming from horse less press in
November, 2016. She has most recently had poetry published
in Witch Craft Magazine and Smoking Glue Gun Magazine, and
has poetry forthcoming in The FEM and the Veteran’s Writing
Workshop Journal: The Review. She will be moving back to
Tucson, AZ, after graduation, where she plans to find a job,
rescue a dog, edit and write some more poetry, and eat lots of
breakfast burritos.
Tania Sarfraz presented a paper at a conference at Southeast
Missouri State. She enjoyed being at that other conference in
LA at the Notre Dame table, with Kelsey and Evan, and looks
forward to being in NYC this summer, interning at Parks Literary.
Sarah Snider participated in the 2016 Spring MFA Reading
Series and worked as an assistant editor on the Notre Dame
Review, Re:Visions, and The Bend. She has also been awarded a
Notre Dame Graduate Student Research Award to attend writing conferences in Jerusalem and continue her writing projects
over the summer.
Alethea Tusher plans to move somewhere that is not South
Bend and hopefully work as a teacher. She published her poem
“Prophecy: Finger” in Toad this past fall.

This year the Notre
Dame MFA Program
and the Notre Dame
Review were represented at AWP in Los
Angeles by students
Kelsey Castaneda,
Evan Harris, and Tania
Sarfraz. A number of
faculty and students participated in panels and reading events throughout the
conference. To name a few, Suzi F. Garcia participated in a panel about mixed race
identity and writing, and Johannes Göransson moderated a panel on translation
and Korean poetics.
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Johannes Göransson writes, “Over the
past year, I’ve finished a critical book
about translation, Transgressive Circulation, and I’ve started working on a
non-fiction book, Home Sick. I co-translated Korean poet Kim Yideum’s first
book in English (together with Jiyoon Lee
and Don Mee Choi), Cheer Up Femme
Fatale, which Action Books published
this spring, and Swedish poet Aase
Berg’s latest book, Hackers, which will be
published by Black Ocean in the spring of
2017. My book Dear Ra, written 15 years
ago, was originally published by Starcherone Books in 2008. It subsequently
went out of print and was re-published
by Civil Coping Mechanism earlier this
spring. One highlight of the spring was
giving a series of readings around the
country with Yideum and Jiyoon. Another highlight was going to Hong Kong for
the first time to read and discuss poetry
as part of an arts festival there.”
Joyelle McSweeney writes, “This was a
big year for Action Books; we published
new titles by Abraham Smith; Valerie
Mejer Caso trans. Michelle Gil-Montero;
Kim Yideum trans. Jiyoon Lee, Don Mee
Choi, and Johannes Göransson; and Kim
Hyesoon trans. Don Mee Choi. This year I
was fortunate to give readings at Brown,
the University of Chicago, the Lit and Luz
Reading series in Chicago, New Mexico
State, and The University of Tulsa, and
to give poetics talks at the University of
Chicago and at Oxford University. I also
visited Seoul, Korea, as a guest of the
Literature Translation Institute of Korea;
I interviewed Korean poets and publishers, spent time with the Korean master
poet Kim Hyesoon and her daughter, the
artist Fi Jae Lee, and made a pilgrimage
to the home of my favorite poet, modernist Yi Sang. This summer I will give
a talk with Johannes Göransson at the
SAAS-FEE Summer Institute of Art in
Berlin, and, with Valerie Sayers, co-direct
Notre Dame’s inaugural summer writing
workshop in Dublin at Kylemore Abbey,
Ireland.”
Orlando Ricardo Menes’s new poetry
collection, entitled Heresies, was pub-

Faculty News
lished by the University of New Mexico
Press in September of 2015. Several of
his poems (and one translation) also
appeared in these literary magazines:
“El Patio de Mi Casa” and “Altar Boy” in
POETRY, vol. 207, no. 6 (March 2016),
623, 625; “Econoline Van”; “Sister Aurea,
O.C.D., Expounds on the Animals to
her Third Graders”; and “Molten Gas,
Minarets” in MiPOesias (Summer 2015);
“Almudena” and “Perlas de sebo” in Ventana Abierta: Revista latina de literature,
arte, y cultura [Chicano Studies Institute,
University of California at Santa Barbara],
nos. 35-38 (noviembre 2014), 287-289;
and “Hide-out” (Elisa Mastromatteo) in
Prairie Schooner, vol. 89, no. 2 (Summer
2015), 66. In addition, he gave several
poetry readings and presentations both
nationally and internationally: Panel-Discussion Moderator and Organizer,
“Translation in the Creative Writing
Classroom: A Dire Necessity in Today’s
Global World” at AWP in Los Angeles,
California, March 30-April 2, 2016.
Poetry Reading, Red Hen Press at the
Rosegallery in Santa Monica, California,
March 23, 2016. Poetry Reading, Miami
Book Fair International on November
22, 2015. Poetry Reading, MFA in Latin
America Program, Queens University of
Charlotte in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, July
22, 2015.
Valerie Sayers’s novel The Powers was
issued in paperback by Northwestern
University Press, and she celebrated with
readings at Notre Dame in September, in
the Visiting Writers Series at Kalamazoo
Valley Community College in November,
and at the American Book Review Reading Series at the University of Houston
in Victoria, Texas, in March. She was
delighted to join Joyelle McSweeney,
Michael Martone of the University of Alabama, and Kelsey Parker Ervick of IUSB
in readings from Winesburg, Indiana
anthology, edited by Martone and Bryan
Furuness, at Notre Dame and IUSB in October. Her essay “Looking for the Light,”
on racial history and white imagination,
appeared in State of the Heart, edited
by Aïda Rogers, from USC Press, and she
continued to publish reviews of contemporary fiction in the Washington Post
and Commonweal.

***

Faculty News		

Introducing our new faculty member,
Roy Scranton
Roy Scranton will join
the creative writing
faculty at Notre Dame
this fall from Princeton, where he earned
a PhD in English, by
way of Rice University,
where he held a postdoctoral research
fellowship last spring at the Center for
Energy and Environmental Research in
the Human Sciences. Roy is the author of
Learning to Die in the Anthropocene: Reflections on the End of a Civilization (City
Lights, 2015), and his debut novel War
Porn is being published by Soho Press
August 2016. He plans to keep writing
on climate change and working on new
fiction while he finishes his current project, The Trauma Hero and the Lost War:
World War II, American Literature, and
the Politics of Trauma, 1945-1975, which
investigates the politics of trauma in
World War II literature and explores the
hero as metaphor in military-industrial
capitalism, from the poetry of Wallace
Stevens to Bugs Bunny.
Steve Tomasula published the essay
“Ars [telomeres] longa, vita [telomeres]
brevis: Edunia & The Natural History of
an Enigma” in Experimentalism (Special
Issue of ASAP/Journal) Jonathan Eburne
and Judith Roof eds. pp. 289-311. He
published the following short fiction:
“The Atlas of Man (If by Man We Also
Mean Woman)” in Narrating Life: Experiments with Human and Animal Bodies
in Literature, Science, and Art. Elisabeth Friis, Stefan Herbrechter, Cristina
Luli, eds. Leiden, Netherlands: Brill. pp.
211-243. “Mem” in Litscapes: Collected
Writings 2015. Caitlin Alvarez and Kass
Fleisher eds. Normal IL: Steerage Press,
2015. pp. 371-376. He gave interviews to
the following publications: “Spotlight on
Science: Steve Tomasula,” Interview by
Katie Luu in The Blog of the MIT Press.
Sandra Bettencourt, “The Novel as Multimedia, Networked Book: An Interview
with Steve Tomasula” in Materialidades
da Literatura / Materialites of Literature
(Portugal). He read from his fiction at the
following venues: “from Once Human” at
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University of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri. February 4, 2016. TOC at Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa, November 15,
2015. “from Once Human” at Bath House
Reading Series, Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti, Michigan, April 1, 2015.
“from Once Human” at Central Michigan
University, Mount Pleasant, Michigan,
February 26, 2015. FC2 Fiction Reading
“Adventures in Communication” at PYO
Gallery, Los Angeles, CA, March 31, 2016.
His new-media novel was exhibited in
the “Are We Global Yet” exhibition at
Anderson Gallery, Drake University, Des
Moines, and also in the “8-bit Fictions”
exhibition at Zuckerman Museum of Art,
Kennesaw, Georgia. A collection of 17

Faculty News
essays about his work was published by
David Banash ed., Steve Tomasula: The
Art and Science of New Media Fiction.
New York: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2015.
In 2015 Azareen Van der Vliet Oloomi
was awarded a Residency Fellowship
at The Macdowell Colony and named
a National Book Foundation “5 Under
35” honoree. In September, she taught
a master class and gave a reading at
Naropa University in Boulder, Colorado,
followed by readings at the Library of
Congress in D.C. and Miami Dade College
in Florida. She is currently at work on her
second novel, forthcoming from Houghton Mifflin Harcourt in 2017.

M AT R I C U L AT I O N

AWARDS

POETRY

William Mitchell Award:

Erik-John Fuhrer
St. John’s University, MA; Sarah
Lawrence College, BA

Nicholas Sparks Prize:

Kyle Muntz
Billy Maich Academy of American Poets Prize:

Ae Hee Lee

Susanna Velarde Covarrubias
Arizona State University, BA

Ingabirano Nintunze
Texas A & M University, BA
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Kelly Kerney, Courtney McDermott,
Janet McNally, Lindsay Starck
September 14
Roy Scranton
September 21
Juan Felipe Herrera
October 4-5
Danielle Dutton
October 12

Daniel Tharp
Pittsburg State University, MA, BA

Norman Finkelstein, David Heller
October 26

Daniel Uncapher
University of Mississippi, BA

Thomas McGonigle
November 9

Welcome to ND!

William O’Rourke gave a talk in early
April on Politics and the Humanities at
Lone Star College in Houston, Texas, and
has resumed writing political commentary for the Huffington Post. He has a
nonfiction piece appearing in the Notre
Dame Review, No. 42, Summer/Fall.

Nichole Riggs

Grace Polleys
University of Denver, BA

Abigail Burns
University of Wisconsin-Madison,
BA

John Matthias published poetry and
prose this year in Parnassus, Stand, Boulevard, and several online journals. His
collaboration on ten poster poems with
Jean Dibble in the Art Department was
a feature on one of these. His book of
(mostly) verse plays, Six Short Plays, was
published by BlazeVox, and one of the
plays was the subject of talks he gave at
the Wexner Center at Ohio State University and Adelphi University.

Samuel and Mary Anne Hazo Award for Poetry:

Madison McCartha
Beloit College, BA

FICTION

Emeriti Faculty News

Katy Cousino

Moonseok Choi
Yonsei University, BA

Jeannie Yoon
Reed College, BA

Faculty News		
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Cynthia Cruz
November 16
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Claudia Rankine
January 26
Luis Bravo, Javier Etchevarren
February 15
Amitav Ghosh
April 4
Rigoberto Gonzales
April 19
MFA Final Thesis Reading
April 28

Creative Writing Program / Department of English
University of Notre Dame 356 O’Shaughnessy Hall
Notre Dame, IN 46556-5639
574-631-7526
CreativeWriting@ND.edu
http://english.nd.edu/creative-writing/
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Matthew Apple ’97 is tran- 		workshopped during his final
sitioning into a new position
semester in the program. He’s
as Coordinator of the Ritsualso submitted A False Lie to
meikan University College of
various festivals around the
Letters English Program, while country and awaits publiat the same time desperately
cation. He’s also working
trying to keep up with Erina
on a novel manuscript and
(6) and Emily (4), one starting two additional plays, and is
elementary school in April
experimenting with different
and the other about to finish
narrative forms – semaphore,
nursery school. He managed
sign language, emojis, Morse
to somehow delay (repeated- Code, and braille – an examly) the release of a new edited ple of which, “listen to me,”
academic book, L2 Selves and will be published in this year’s
Motivations in Asian Contexts, edition of The Bend.
to mid-2016, probably due to
Alireza Araghi ’14 will be
his insisvisting Iran this summer with
tence on
his wife, and then hopefully
pubattending Washington Unilishing
versity in St. Louis for a PhD
a book
in Comparative Literature. He
of short
recently published I’m a Face
stories
Sympathizing with Your Grief:
and
Seven Younger Iranian Poets,
poems,
which he edited and transNotes
lated (Co.im.press, 2015). His
from the
“Left to Right” is forthcoming
Nineties, in March, all while
from Iran Musings: Stories
working on multiple papers
and Memories from the Irathat journals will likely reject
and even more SF stories that nian Diaspora, and another
will probably be rejected, but piece, “Snow,” is forthcoming
from Prairie Schooner. His
hey, you never know. He is
story “Tehran Times” was
more and more amazed by
featured in Notre Dame Rethe quantities of coffee conview 39 (Winter/Spring 2015).
sumable in one week...
He has also had translations
Last August, Matt Benedict’s
recently published in Bat City
’94 full-length two-act play
Review, Asymptote, Hayden’s
A False Lie had its debut,
Ferry Review, and RHINO.
sold-out run at the South
After several years spent
Bend Civic Theatre’s Firehouse Theatre in South Bend. teaching IB English, Anne
Bracewell ’01 is now working
One of the characters first
as the IB Coordinator at Druid
appeared in a short story he
Hills High School in Atlanta,
GA. She’s happy to be back in
her hometown, and happy to
be working to improve the IB
program at her grandmother’s
alma mater. She’s still unmarried and doesn’t plan to
change that status, although
she does have two lovely children, Bree and Rollo.
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Margaret Emma (Meg) Brandl
’13 is finishing her second
year in the PhD at Texas Tech
University, where she has
spent the past year teaching
Intro to Creative Writing,
continuing her role as an
associate editor for Iron Horse
Literary Review, and finishing
her coursework requirements.
Over this past year she’s
had a lyric essay published
in Gulf Coast and a video
essay selected to be shown
at the Iron Horse Literary
Review FilmFest. At the end
of April she presented in the
Texas Tech Comparative Literature conference about her
translation of Ovid’s Heroides (Heroines); and she will
once again spend the summer
teaching for the Duke TIP
program. She was sad to miss
AWP this year but will definitely be in D.C. next spring.
Feel free to connect on twitter: @margaret_emma.
Jace Brittain ’15 is living in
Vienna while he teaches for
Fulbright Austria.
Grace Kendall at Farrar,
Straus, and Giroux has
bought North American rights
to Gills, a debut novel for
middle graders by Josephine
Cameron ’00, in a two-book
deal at auction. Pitched as A
Snicker of Magic meets Three
Times Lucky, Gills follows
11-year old Anthoni Gillis as
she searches for a True Blue
Friend and a possible mermaid during one summer
at the run-down Showboat
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Resort. Publication is set for
spring 2018; John M. Cusick
of Folio Jr. / Folio Literary
Management brokered the
deal.
Brenna Casey ’08 teaches
Creative Writing and Literature at Duke University where
she is currently completing
her doctoral dissertation in
English and Women’s Studies.
Her research investigates the
intersections of literature,
visual culture, and technology
in the U.S. throughout the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. This academic
year Brenna was the recipient of the Stephen Horne
Award, awarded to a graduate
instructor who has been nominated by their students for
outstanding commitment and
excellence in teaching. During
the summer months she
teaches travel writing workshops for National Geographic
Student Expeditions and
Putney Student Travel. Brenna continues to write poetry
and nonfiction.
Eddie Joe Cherbony ’11 works
at the J. Paul Getty Museum
as a public affairs coordinator.
In addition to writing steadily on Evangelina Everyday,
Dawn Comer ’98 launched
The 42 Beautiful Things Project (“mail something beautiful from your world to mine”),
for which she is curator. This
has led to becoming a spokesperson in various venues,
most enjoyably onstage as
part of a live variety show
called La Puenta in Lansing,
Michigan. Her marriage hit
the 20-year mark and her kids
Elliot and Lucy—now 11 and
8—keep growing up. Most
days she wears her skin well,
feeling especially alive when
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community with writers

and artists:
drinking
tea at
her poet-friend’s
kitchen
table;
presenting at and
serving
as president for the Society
for the Study of Midwestern
Literature; storytelling at
her first show of The Moth;
talking and writing late into
the cool summer night at
the SwampFire Retreat for
Writers and Artists, now in its
9th year.
Mari Christmas ’14 will be the
Artist in Residence at Surel’s
Place starting July 1, 2016.
Her residency will be supported, in part, by the University at Albany’s Initiatives
for Women’s Barlow Family
Award and a Summer Fellowship from the English Department. She will be at work on
her first novel.
Betsy Cornwell Lyons ’12 is
a New York Times bestselling
author as of May 15, when
her novel Mechanica made #5
on the children’s best sellers
lists. She just finished work on
a companion novel titled Venturess, set for publication in
spring 2017. Meanwhile she’s
still keeping dairy goats and
desperately seeking teaching
work in Ireland, her adopted
home country, where she
hopes to become a citizen
later this year.
Thade Correa’s ’13 poetry,
translations, and essays have
appeared or are forthcoming
Tripwire,
Ferry
in
variousHayden’s
venues, including
Review,
Credo, Poetry
City
Bitter
Oleander,
Moss Trill,
U.S.A., Vol. 4, Bird’s Thumb,
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The Ostrich Review, Actuary
Lit, Prime Number, RHINO,
Asymptote, Paragraphiti, The
Bend, Re:Visions, Ibbetson
Street, The Aurorean, and
Modern Haiku. Thade was
one of several ND writers
who editorially assisted Ali
Taheri Araghi with an exciting project that has recently
come to fruition with the
latter’s publication of I Am a
Face Sympathizing with Your
Grief: Seven Younger Iranian
Poets (Co-im-press, 2015), a
collection of contemporary
Iranian poetry. He is currently
working on a translation of
Yves Bonnefoy’s first book,
The Movement and Stillness
of Douve (La Mouvement et
L’Immobilité du Douve) but
cannot be sure when it will
be done because as a translator he is rather neurotic.
A composer and pianist as
well as a writer, he continues
to publish his music with
Alliance Publications (most recently, he has published Three
Pieces for Piano, Two Poems
of Louise Glück, Three Poems
of Taylor Altman, and Aria for
Solo Flute). He teaches English
and music at Indiana University, Northwest and HGS Music
Studios, respectively, and
drinks so much coffee that
on mornings when he can’t
have it he doesn’t mind, as his
inner reserves are great.
Beth Couture ’07 lives in
West Philadelphia with her
husband Esteban and their 4
cats. She is in her second year
of graduate school in social
work at Bryn Mawr College.
She’s also studying hoodoo
and learning how to use a
pressure cooker.
Paul Cunningham ’15 is
attending the University of
Georgia for a PhD in Creative
Writing with a focus in fiction.
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He moved to Georgia at the
end of May. His chapbook
Goal/Tender Meat/Tender
was recently released by
Horse Less Press.
In the past year, Renée E.
D’Aoust’s ’06 essays have
been published in Brevity, Essay Daily, Ragazine,
Sweet, and Trestle Creek
Review—and are forthcoming
in several anthologies. Her
book reviews have recently
been published or are forthcoming in Inside Higher Ed,
Los Angeles Review of Books,
and Rain Taxi. She received
her sixth “Notable” listing in
Best American Essays, taught
creative writing workshops in
Idaho and Washington, taught
English composition online,
served as a mentor for AWP,
and presented on panels at
NonfictioNOW and AWP. She
is currently the managing
editor of Assay: A Journal of
Nonfiction Studies. Renee
and her husband Daniele
and their Tube of Fur send
greetings from Casa Burrow in
Switzerland.
Stephane Dunn ’00 is writing
about films and pop culture
and talking about “Oscars So
White” in the LA Times, Christian Science Monitor, MSNBC,

Introducing Norman Lear and Usher

etc. She is also revising her
novel and a short film script in
between and during mothering her active six-year-old son;
she continues as an associate
professor and as director of
the Morehouse College Cin-
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ema, Television & Emerging
Media Studies Program.
Danna Ephland ’06 sent a
photo with Molly Peacock at
Westchester Poetry Conference, 2014.

David Ewald ’03 is still the
nonfiction, travel, and miscellany editor for Eclectica
Magazine, which this year is
celebrating 20 years online
(no easy feat for an online lit
mag). In honor of Eclectica’s
20th anniversary, David is
putting together, arranging,
and editing one of four print
anthologies, the nonfiction
anthology, due out later this
year. On the home front, his
twin sons turned three in February, and he has bid farewell
to the yearbook and taken
up the mantle of journalism
at the high school where he
teaches.
Lily Hoang ’06 has two
books coming out in 2016:
A Bestiary (winner of the
inaugural Cleveland State
University Poetry Center’s
NF Book Contest, judged by
Wayne Koestenbaum, April
2016) and Old Cat Lady (1913
Books, Summer 2016). She
will (hopefully) be promoted
to associate
professor
within the
next month
or two at
New Mexico
State University, where
she will be
director of
9
the Creative

Alums Live & Write
		
Writing
Program starting fall
2016.

Julia Harris ’15 currently
resides in Orange County, CA,
working at a software company called Mavenlink. Her manuscript Raw is forthcoming
in spring, 2016. She started
a creative writing company called speaks | creative,
where she does technical and
creative writing projects for
clients.
Campbell Irving ’04 is now
strategic marketing counsel
for the Coca-Cola Company
in Atlanta. When he’s not
thinking about writing or
wanting to write or wanting
to read or do absolutely anything literary or creative, he
works on professional sports
sponsorships and counsels on
marketing research projects
for Coca-Cola throughout
the world. His weekends are
mostly kid-friendly these days
with Casimir, age 7, Joyce, age
5, and Agnes, age 9 months,
monopolizing his time,
energy, and awe. He’s been
writing, trying to finish something wholly new, when his
schedule permits. This past
year he served as a layperson
for the National Endowment
for Arts’ Literary Translation
Panel, which nearly killed him
for wanting to do anything
literary while not being able
to — due again to his ridiculous schedule.
Desmond Kon ’09 edited two
new anthologies Eye/Feel/
Write: Experiments In Ekphrasis (Squircle Line
Press, 2015)
an ekphrastic
project in which
twenty writers
in Singapore
penned texts
inspired by
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artworks exhibited at the National Gallery Singapore and
Singapore Art Museum, and
Ars Moriendi (Lien Foundation
/ Squircle Line Press, 2015),
in which writers from around
the world contemplate the
idea of the good death.
Christina Kubasta’s ’03 new
book of poetry, All Beautiful
& Useless (BlazeVOX, 2015)
is full of holes, redactions,
fragments and white space
–witnessing the half-understood stories
of Salem, Ed
Gein, and
growing up
Midwestern.
The poetry
inhabits
shaky structures, the constructions of
story that are more about the
teller than the tale. Constant
references to what is left out
–the “whatever happened”
that “happened” – creates a
shifting ground for the reader.
Stacy Cartledge ’00 reviewed
the book in Pith, writing, “In
allowing compelling beauty to
be ascertained from horrendous acts, she elicits from
the reader time and again a
response as profound and
powerful as any I have ever
felt from a reading experience.” A second chapbook,
&s (Finishing Line, 2016), is
available for preorder, and a
second full-length collection
will be out next year. Keep up
with her at ckubasta.com.
Alice Ladrick ’14 had an essay
published in Postmedieval
Vol 6 Issue 2 (summer 2015)
titled “Tender and changing.”
She started Adjunct Press
(adjunctpress.tumblr.com)
with Jonny Lohr; they have
published two chapbooks
and the next two will be from
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program Alums Beth Towle
’13 and Jayme Russell ’14,
coming out in late spring and
summer respectively. Alice
now works for University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee Libraries as a library services
assistant adv/lead in special
collections.
Katie Lattari’s ’13 debut
novel American Vaudeville
will be released by Mammoth Books in 2016, and her
short story “No Protections,
Only Powers” was recently
named a Top 20 Finalist in the
Neoverse Short Story Writing Competition. The piece
will be published in Volume
1 of the Neoverse Winners
compilation, to be released in
2016. Katie is currently working on new writing projects
while teaching one section
of Introduction to Creative
Writing and advising an undergraduate fiction thesis for
an Honors College student at
the University of Maine. She
works full time at the University of Maine Foundation as a
researcher.
Corey Madsen ’04 recently
released a music album that is
available on iTunes, Amazon,
GooglePlay, and CD Baby. It
is a two-man collaboration
named A Pale Moon Rises.
The album, our debut, is
titled “Copper & Coal.” It was
produced by Sacred Rock
Studios and can be found at:
http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/
apalemoonrises. He is also
an executive team leader of
assets protection at a Target
store in Colorado, as well as
bassist and singer for Colorado band “4am.”
Mark Marino’s ’96 piece “Reality: Being @SpencerPratt,”
co-authored with Rob Wittig
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and others, has been recently
published in the Electronic
Literature Collection, volume
3, published by the Electronic
Literature Organization. He recently self-published his third
story in the Mrs. Wobbles and
the Tangerine House series, a
set of interactive tales about a
magical foster care home.
Mark Matson ’98 and Sarah
Bowman ’00 live in Dublin, Ireland, with their two
children. Sarah is director of
public engagement for Trinity
College Dublin and creative
director of Coady|Bowman, a
woman-owned small business
that offers design, layout,
copywriting, and editing services in the United States.
Janet McNally ’05 is assistant professor of English and
creative writing at Canisius
College in Buffalo (up for
tenure next year!). She was
awarded a second fiction
fellowship from the New
York Foundation for the Arts
in 2015. Her collection of
poems, Some Girls, won the
2014 White Pine Press Poetry
Prize and was published last
fall. Her first YA novel, Girls
in the Moon, will be out from
HarperTeen (HarperCollins) in
November 2016, with another
to follow in 2017 (she just has
to write it first). Juno will be
five this spring and the twins,
Daphne and Luella, will be
three!

Daphne with Mom’s ARC.
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Monica
Mody ’10 presented

at the East-West Psychology
Symposium in April 2015
where her paper was titled,
“Dialogical and (Inter)Subjective: Writing Theory as
Bricolage.” She co-wrote the
Faculty Handbook on Diversity Practices for CIIS in her role
as assistant to the director of
diversity. In addition, she was
part of the 2015 Standing in
Our Power Transformational Leadership Institute for
Women of Color social justice
leaders. She also put together
a ritual called “Sun of Midnight” at SPD’s Season of the
Witch. There were a few readings, including her participation in URBAN x INDIGENOUS:
Spirits of the Streets, a community arts event bringing
together urban-indigenous
artists, scholars, and activists. And there was, of course,
Noise Pop Fest 2016 when
she got to open for Brooklyn
artist Mitski!

Steve Owen ’13 is almost
done with his second year in
the Utah PhD program, and
he’s also teaching composition and creative writing
classes.
Melanie Page ’10 teaches at
Holy Cross College in Notre
Dame, IN. She had a short
story published in Mutilations
on a Theme: Best Innovative
College Writing, Jaded Ibis
Press, 2015. The contest was
judged by Doug Rice. Melanie
still reviews books monthly
for The Next Best Book Club,
but focuses mainly on reviews
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and interviews for her beloved site, Grab the Lapels.
She’s always looking for more
authors who identify as women to partake in the Meet the
Writer series! Several months
ago she left the world of
Facebook, but joined Twitter,
where she strictly Tweets
only about books and movies
(and definitely not politics).
She’s learned that saying
“Twittering” will out a person
for being “not cool.” Melanie
still coordinates virtual book
tours for authors wishing to
promote their work in the
blogosphere. Currently, she’s
writing what she hopes will
be a novel-length work about
an angry adolescent girl, a
sort of The Great Gilly Hopkins meets Bogeywoman.
Beloved and well-intentioned
Nick still wants her to finish
the romance parody she read
at Lula’s Coffee House in 2008
(the one with the swears).
Michael Richards ’02 and
Noni Ramos ’01 have moved
from Austin, TX to Ashburn,
VA where Michael is now
chief of staff of Loudoun
County Schools. His novel,
Finding Justin Grant, will
come out on Kindle in April.
Noni has been picked up by
the Fuse Literary Agency,
where she is represented by
Emily Keyes. While Fuse circulates her YA novel, Disturbed
Girl’s Dictionary, Noni is hard
at work on a book for children
and another YA novel.
Jared Randall ’09 has returned to the teaching gig
as an adjunct instructor of
English and mythology at
Kalamazoo Valley Community
College. He is also production
editor of the academic journal
Rethinking Marxism, and
he spends much of his time
copyediting essays written
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by scholars from around the
world. Last summer, he and
his wife, Karen, along with
their five children, moved
to Kalamazoo proper from
Portage, Michigan. Their new
place remains in the Portage
Schools district, making it
so the kids did not have to
change schools. Hurray for
finding strange cracks in reality that contain just exactly
what you need!
Jeff Roessner ’98 recently
published some academic
essays: “Radio in Transit: Satellite, Cars, and Commodified
Nostalgia,” “From Mach Shau
to Mock Show: The Beatles, Shea Stadium and Rock
Spectacle,” and “Old Father,
New Artificer: Teaching Alison
Bechdel’s Fun Home as Postmodern Literature.”
Stuart Ross ’03 is (still) living
in Chicago. Recent work has
appeared in Funhouse Magazine, Pioneertown, and The
Stockholm Review of Literature.
Sarah Roth ’15 is a writer
and researcher at a small
health advocacy nonprofit,
and also a yoga instructor. She has recently been
published in Spires and The
Bend. She translated Jewish
Responses to Persecution:
1944-1946 (Documenting Life
and Destruction: Holocaust
Sources in Context (Roman &
Littlefield 2015). She has received the following awards:
Summer Graduate Research
Assistantship at the Center for
Advanced Holocaust Studies
(2014), AWP Intro Journals
Nomination in Creative Nonfiction (2015), and William
J. Mitchell Award for Distinguished Achievement (2015).
Jayme Russell ’14 has pub-
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lished excerpts from her long
poem “As the World Falls
Down” in Columbia Poetry
Review, Prelude, Plinth, and
Silver Birch Press’s Alice in
Wonderland Anthology. An
issue of Tender-loin was
dedicated to her writing and
included an interview and
video, which she co-created
with Paul Cunningham. Her
piece entitled “Mountain
Simulator” was published by
Cartridge Lit and nominated
for The Best of the Net 2015.
She published a sequence of
erasures and an accompanying essay on the Fairy Tale
Review’s blog Tiny Donkey.
Her work is forthcoming in
Banango Street, Apricity, and
Deluge. This year she holds
the position of head librarian
at a K-8 school, where she
promotes reading and writing
and teaches library classes.
She currently mentors junior
high students, guiding them
as they write and hand-sew
their own literary magazine.
Sami Schalk ’10 is still an
assistant professor of English
at University at Albany. In
the past year she received a
fellowship to do research on
Octavia E. Butler’s papers at
the Huntington Library and
published articles in Journal
of Modern Literature and
Journal of Literary & Cultural
Disability Studies. She has
work forthcoming in Girlhood
Studies, Children’s Literature,
and Mosaic. Her academic
monograph, Changing the
Rules: (Dis)ability, Race, and
Gender in Black Women’s
Speculative Fiction, is now
under contract with Duke
University Press.
Sheheryar B. Sheikh ’07
is a PhD candidate at the
University of Saskatchewan,
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where, under Professor
Lindsey Banco’s supervision,
he is researching apocalyptic
narratives in contemporary
literature, film, and digital video games. His first novel, The
Still Point of the Turning
World, a tale of strife against
terror and disintegration in
the public and private lives of
those living in contemporary
Pakistan, is due to be published by HarperCollins India
in Winter 2016. He recently
got married.

Mike Smith ’01 is in his sixth
year at Delta State University,
writing and teaching poetry and creative nonfiction.
Strangely, miraculously, he
finds himself co-editor of
the anthology Contemporary
Chinese Short-Short Stories:
A Parallel Text, forthcoming
from Columbia University
Press. Mostly, though, he’s
still obsessing about The Zombie Poetry Project, which is a
collaboration with software
engineer, Brandon Nelson.
His 500-line poem, “Zombie
Ride-Along,” which is published on the site, operates
as the source text for this
project. Visitors (and their
students!) are invited to input
any English-language text into
the field provided. Using a set
of language tools, this text
will be syntactically matched
with sections of the 500-line
source poem to produce a
new “zombified” poem of
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at a chateau-themed hotel
random lineation. The new
poem will be added to the
growing anthology archived
on the site.

Lindsay Starck ’10 accepted
a tenure-track offer from
Augsburg College. She will be
teaching creative writing and
literature, and also help direct
their low-res MFA program.
Her debut novel, Noah’s Wife,
was published through G.P.
Putnam’s Sons this January.
This year has seen three new
books by Marcela Sulak ’92:
Decency (Black Lawrence,
2015), Family Resemblance:
An Anthology and Exploration
of 8 Hybrid Literary Genres
(Rose Metal Press, 2015; ed.
Sulak and Kolosov), and Twenty Girls to Envy Me, Selected
Poems of Orit Gidali, translated by Marcela Sulak (U Texas
Press, 2016).

Christine Texeira ’14 works at
Hugo House, a place for writers in Seattle, WA. She read as
part of the Furnace Reading
Series at Hollow Earth Radio
in May.
Amy Thomas ’11 had a chapbook, Fawn’s Head , released
by dancing girl press in 2015.
She was married in late May.
Christina Yu-Eisenberg ’08 is
the head of marketing for the
new platforms division of McGraw-Hill Education, where
she previously managed a
portfolio of education products worth over $40M in annual revenue. She got married

We continue to hope, pray,
			

just outside NYC in June 2015
(Rumit Pancholi was in attendance!) and honeymooned
in Italy, Croatia, Greece, and
Turkey following the wedding.
She and her husband recently
bought a loft apartment in
midtown Manhattan. She is
hard at work with writing and
trying to finish up at least
one of her many book-length
manuscripts that is in a perpetual state of revision.
Kelly Kerney ’04 and Rebecca
Hazelton ’05 set a first world
record by being the first two
Notre Dame MFA’s to appear
together in The New Yorker.
Becky had a poem, “Letter to
the Editor,” and Kelly’s latest
work, Hard Red Spring was
reviewed. Wowza!

and seek Wei Liu and Evan
Kuhlman with whom we
have lost contact. Someday
perhaps someone or even
Wei or Evan will phone home.
Meanwhile, if you happen to
see them — time is running
out for the old lady to wave.
When you have the chance
could you take a look at
this website (http://english.
nd.edu/creative-writing/people/alumni/) to see if you’d
like to update in the third person your bio. There is some
kind of consistency in the way
it is presented and we ask
you keep that format for the
future. And always when you
publish if you could send your
successes along we would be
beholden. If you change your
address, email, anything that
you would like to share with
just the invisible admin/coordinator or the world at large
we hope to hear from you for
the next newsletter summer
2017.

The Notre Dame
Review
Winter/
Spring
2016
Number 41
entitled
Passages
included
an essay
from
John
Matthias, an interview of Michael Martone by Bret Nye, along
with a contribution from our 2015 Sandeen Prize winner Martin Ott.
Issue Number 42 Spring/Fall 2016, Imagine Being featured an
essay by emeriti William O’Rourke who penned an adaptation
of his talk at Lone Star College. Emeriti John Matthias wrote an
interview with Larry Siems and Bret Nye also wrote an interview with Kate Bernheimer.
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The 13th edition of The Bend
contained contributions from
the following alumni: Matthew
Benedict, Mary Dixon, Jayne
Marek, Carina Finn, Danna
Ephland, Sarah Bowman, Jayne
Marek, Amy Thomas, Peter
Twal, Kevin Hattrup, Elizabeth
Smith-Meyer, Jace Brittain, Evan
Bryson, Sarah Roth, and Dani
Rado, and current student Luis
Lopez-Maldonado wrote two
poems.

Url download given below:
http://english.nd.edu/assets/199022/
thebend_2016_final.pdf

The 14th edition of Re:Visions
brought together a wonderful
selection of writing from undergraduates at Notre Dame.
Both editions are magnificently
laid out and designed by Chris
Holdaway (his talents will be
sorely missed at the Dome). The
miraculous managing editor
for both volumes is Nichole
Riggs. Her assistant editors on
both volumes included Bailey
Pittinger, Tania Sarfraz, Kelsey
Castaneda, Alethea Tusher, and
Sarah Snider. Other contributing
individuals to recognize are Katy
Cousino, Jayne Marek, and undergraduates Jacqueline Cassidy
and Andrew Rebholz.

Url download given below:
http://english.nd.edu/assets/197948/revisions_2016_
layout_final.pdf

SO IT GOES... is published annually by the
Creative Writing Program at the University of Notre Dame.
Program Director:
Joyelle McSweeney
Writers: Kelsey Castaneda, Tania Sarfraz
Editor: Coleen J. Hoover
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